Broads Authority
26 June 2009
Agenda Item No 27
Annual Safety Audit 2008
Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety
	Summary:
This report gives details of the incidents reported during 2008, including an analysis of deaths and personal injury since 1993. There were no boat related deaths in the Broads in 2008 and only 11 people have reported as requiring hospital treatment.  It shows that statistically the Broads continues to be a safe environment for boating. 

Reccomendation: 
That the report be noted.


1
Introduction

1.1
The reporting period is from 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2009, hereafter referred to as year 2008. The report is limited to the Broads Authority’s area of marine responsibility. In 2008 there were 4 boat fires and no boat related deaths by drowning. All notable incidents are listed below.
2
Summary of Incidents Reported
	2008
	Incident Details
	Hazard Log

Category

	05 April
	Female slipped on decking and became unconscious. Casualty taken to hospital.
	Embarkation

	12 April
	3 hire craft speeding in convoy, 1 crew member fell overboard, but safely recovered.
	Inexperienced Helmsman

	13 April
	Private boater fell in while trying to moor at GYYS. Safely recovered. 
	Embarkation

	03 May
	Coastguard has report of elderly male in capsized dinghy at top end of Hickling Broad. Skipper unable to right dinghy, was assisted by passing boat.
	Dinghies Sailing

	04 May
	Wroxham resident fell off crossing her own boat dyke. Police & paramedics called.
	 Embarkation

	22 May
	Male fell into river from hire craft at GYYS, rescued unhurt by quay ranger.
	 Embarkation

	29 May
	Male person slipped from deck of a private boat onto a dinghy and then into the river at Coldham Hall causing injury to his arm. Ambulance service attended with MVS RIB.
	Embarkation

	02 June
	Person fell in whilst mooring up at Reedham Quay, got out ok.
	Embarkation

	08 June
	While mooring up at the Bridge Inn, Acle, crew lost balance, fell over fracturing left heel.
	Embarkation

	10 June
	Collision between wherry & Reedham ferry, resulting in 2 crew member falling into river both recovered safely.
	Commercial Craft

	11 June
	Hire boat mooring up at Reedham Quay - boater using legs to fend off from another vessel and got legs crushed. Broke right leg and taken by ambulance to hospital.
	Embarkation

	14 June
	Male fell into the river o/s NYS under the influence, recovered ok.
	 Embarkation

	15 June
	Male crew member injured foot whilst mooring at the Beachamp Arms. Attended N&N to find no bones broken.
	Embarkation

	24 June
	 Male fell in whilst mooring vessel at Reedham Quay, recovered ok.
	Embarkation

	06 July
	Private boater got hand crushed whilst trying to get a fender in place to avoid being hit by a hire craft.
	Inexperienced Helmsman

	14 July
	Whilst attempting to moor at entrance to Upton Dyke, a woman was struck on the leg by the rond anchor.
	Embarkation

	26 July
	Whilst preparing boat for passage under bridge woman walked into end of radio aerial, injury to eye.
	Bridges

	28 July
	Male died from heart attack in area of Martham Broad.
	 Medical Emergency

	02 September
	Woman startled by engine starting on her hire craft, fell over and caught her ear on mooring post. Sent to hospital by husband.
	Embarkation

	01 September
	Boat destroyed by fire at Tubby's Dyke, Oulton Broad - suspected arson.
	Fire & Explosion

	12 September
	Electrical fire on boat at Pits Lane Loddon. Boat had no BSS boat was in boatyard for refit.
	Fire & Explosion

	25 September
	Hirer tripped on coaming of boat and landed on footpath, suffering heavy grazing and bruising to his right forearm.
	Embarkation

	25 September
	Private owner had fallen between his boat and the quay heading at GYYS. He was suspected of being drunk.
	Embarkation

	02 October
	Owner of private vessel fell in whilst assisting a hire boat to moor up. No injuries and able to get out ok.
	Embarkation

	05 October
	Private vessel suffered overheating engine and leaking fuel pipe (diesel) resulting in small engine room fire that was soon under control. No injuries.
	Fire & Explosion

	05 October
	Woman jumped from vessel at Reedham Quay, landing badly, falling over and hitting her head on ground. Recovered to hospital.
	Embarkation

	18 October
	Woman from hire craft trapped finger between mooring rope and post at GYYS. Was advised to seek medical attention, but declined.
	Embarkation

	18 February
	Norfolk fire and rescue service rescued one male from the river near White Friars in Norwich after he fell in from his canoe, taken to hospital by ambulance, discharged, ok. 
	Navigating small boats in isolation



	30 March
	Boat fire at St Olaves, no BSS possible electric fire, total loss
	Fire & Explosion


3
Conclusion
3.1
The Broads Authority has sought to continue to highlight the message of personal responsibility for safety in its publications and has encouraged boaters to take a more proactive role by becoming better-informed and wearing lifejackets. Reports from officers have indicated that again this year has seen a noticeable increase in the number of boaters seen wearing lifejackets.  

3.2
Boat fires are much reduced this year even taking into account that one of the fires was possibly caused through arson, of the remaining three boats involved in fires, only one of these had a Boat Safety Certificate, one did not require a BSS, as the vessel was not registered with the Authority and was not in the navigation area, and the other was at a boatyard receiving modifications to make the veesel compliant.
3.3
The majority of incidents where hospital treatment was required continue to be attributed to embarkation and disembarkation, however there is a slight fall in incidents in the 2008 season.
3.4
Incidents reports can now be submitted on-line via an electronic form which can be found on the Broads Authority website.
3.5
The boating related statistics, when external causes are removed such as arson, suggest that when viewed over several years that the statistics demonstrate a fairly static position. This demonstrates that the Broads continues to be a safe place for boating.
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TABLE 1

	Analysis of Death/Injuries Since 1993


	                                                                           
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No of deaths on or from boats
	2
	2
	3
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	3
	2
	6
	 0 
	 0
	2
	0
	0

	Reported deaths not related to boating
	1
	3
	4
	-
	2
	1
	4
	4
	2
	3
	1
	0 
	7
	2
	1
	1

	Cause of death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Severe injury
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	0
	0
	0

	Heart Attack
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0 
	1
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	1
	0
	1

	Drowning
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	4
	5
	1
	3
	3
	5
	 0 
	4
	3
	0
	0

	Asphyxiation/CO poisoning
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0 
	 0
	0
	0
	0

	Not Known
	0
	2
	4
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	0
	2
	 0 
	3
	0
	1
	0

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Reports of people inadvertently entering in the water See footnote.
	0
	0
	3
	2
	4
	8
	2
	5
	1
	4
	15
	16
	12
	23
	29
	17

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	No of persons reported as requiring hospital treatment
	0
	0
	0
	9
	8
	7
	9
	8
	7
	7
	18
	2
	4
	13
	12
	11

	Nature of injuries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Head
	0
	0
	2
	0
	4
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	1
	1
	5

	Arm/hand
	0
	0
	2
	1
	6
	0
	0
	1
	3
	1
	1
	1
	 0 
	1
	6
	4

	Leg/foot
	0
	0
	3
	5
	4
	2
	4
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	3
	7
	5

	Torso, ribs, chest, back
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	4
	1
	1
	2
	 0 
	1
	4
	3
	0

	Not described
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	10
	2
	1
	4
	0
	0

	Asphyxiated/CO poisoning
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	0
	0
	0

	Burns/Scalds
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	4
	1
	1
	 
	2
	1
	 0 
	 0 
	1
	1
	0


Footnote:
Reports where someone inadvertently found themselves in the water.  It does not include capsizes of sailing dinghies etc, or from any other contact water sports where entry into the water is predictable. 
TABLE 2

Analysis of Fire and Explosions Since 1993

	 
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Number of incidents
	2
	4
	7
	2
	5
	4
	6
	3
	4
	2
	2
	0
	2
	22
	8
	4

	Vessels involved (Private)
	2
	3
	5
	1
	3
	4
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	0
	1
	18
	10
	4

	Vessels involved (Hire)
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	4
	1
	0

	Prime cause LPG
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Prime cause Petrol
	0
	2
	2
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	 0 
	1
	 0 
	0
	 0 
	1
	2
	0

	Prime cause Electrical
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0 
	0
	1
	0
	1
	2

	Prime cause Other
	1
	1
	3
	2
	2
	1
	5
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	21
	4
	2

	No of vessels total loss
	0
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	20
	6
	2

	No of injuries from fires requiring hospital treatment
	0
	1
	2
	0
	1
	3
	1
	0
	    0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	No of fatalities 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Footnote:
The incidence of fire and explosion has been distorted by 1 of the four vessels involved were caused by arson, therefore the remaining 3 boat fires which occurred during 2008 demonstrates a return to the low level of incidents in previous years.
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